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3. Course Description and Schedule



4. Course Materials

All course material will be posted to OWL: https://owl.uwo.ca/  
There is no textbook.  Readings and other resources will be posted on OWL.

Students are responsible for checking OWL on a regular basis for news and updates. 
This is the primary method by which information will be disseminated to all students 
in the class.
 
If students need assistance, they can seek support on the OWL Help page. 
Alternatively, they can contact the Western Technology Services Helpdesk. They can 
be contacted by phone at 519-661-3800 or ext. 83800.

5. Methods of Evaluation

March 25/27 Conservation ecology
How many fish in the sea?  - Participation #10
Guest Speaker - Dr. Paul Mensink

April 1/3 Marine Protected Areas
Design an MPA - Participation #11

April 8 Review

April 11-30 April Exam Period, Final Exam scheduled by the registrar

Week of Topic(s)

Course Component Weight Description

Participation 10% participation in class activities

Research Communication #1 10% writing to explain and communicate scientific research 
due Feb 16

Midterm 25% short and long answer, Wednesday February 28, in class
make-up - Monday March 4, 4:00 pm

Research Communication #2 15% writing to explain and communicate scientific research
due March 22

Final Exam 40% short and long answer 
including interpretation and communication questions about 

a pre-assigned research article
scheduled by the registrar
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Participation
Students will be assessed based on participation and engagement in class activities 
(in groups or individually), and submission of written answers to short, in-class 
assignments.  There will be approximately 9 to 12 participation activities that will be 
graded on a scale of 0 to 3 (0 = not submitted, 1 = incomplete, 2 = complete but poor 
contribution or answers, 3 = complete and sufficient contribution or answers).  You 
can miss submitting up to 3 participation activities without penalty and without 
academic consideration.  Beyond that, please see the Student Absences section 
below if you have a valid reason to be excused from a participation submission 
without penalty.  If any participation activities are missed, you are still responsible for 
the material covered in the activity.

/sci/counselling/advising_services/index.html
/sci/counselling/advising_services/index.html


Required Conditions to Pass the Course

i) completion of Research Communication #2
ii) completion of the Final Exam

Students not meeting these conditions will receive a maximum grade of 45.

Click here for a detailed and comprehensive set of policies and regulations 
concerning examinations and grading. The table below outlines the University-wide 

https://www.westerncalendar.uwo.ca/PolicyPages.cfm?Command=showCategory&PolicyCategoryID=5&SelectedCalendar=Live&ArchiveID=%22%20%5Cl%20%22SubHeading_73
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf


Absences from Final Examinations
If you miss the Final Exam, please contact the Academic Counselling office of your 
Faculty of Registration as soon as you are able to do so.  They will assess your 
eligibility to write the Special Examination (the name given by the University to a 
makeup Final Exam).

You may also be eligible to write the Special Exam if you are in a “Multiple Exam 
Situation” (e.g., more than 2 exams in 23-hour period, more than 3 exams in a 47-
hour period).

7. Accommodation and Accessibility 

Religious Accommodation
When a course requirement conflicts with a religious holiday that requires an 
absence from the University or prohibits certain activities, students should request 
accommodation for their absence in writing at least two weeks prior to the holiday to 
the course instructor and/or the Academic Counselling office of their Faculty of 
Registration.  Please consult University's list of recognized religious holidays 
(updated annually) at:
  https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo.  

Accommodation Policies
Students wit

https://multiculturalcalendar.com/ecal/index.php?s=c-univwo
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/Academic%20Accommodation_disabilities.pdf
http://www.registrar.uwo.ca
http://www.uwo.ca/its/identity/activatenonstudent.html


http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.turnitin.com
https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca
https://remoteproctoring.uwo.ca
/univsec/pdf/board/code.pdf


9. Support Services

Please visit the Science & Basic Medical Sciences Academic Counselling webpage 
for information on add/drop courses, academic considerations for absences, appeals, 
exam conflicts, and many other academic related matters:  https://www.uwo.ca/sci/
counselling/

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental 
Health@Western (https://uwo.ca/health/) for a complete list of options about how to 
obtain help.
 
Western is committed to reducing incidents of gender-based and sexual violence and 

/sci/counselling/
/sci/counselling/
https://uwo.ca/health/
/health/student_support/survivor_support/get-help.html
mailto:support@uwo.ca
http://academicsupport.uwo.ca/accessible_education/index.html
https://learning.uwo.ca
https://learning.uwo.ca
/se/digital/
http://westernusc.ca/services
http://westernusc.ca/services


10. Equity, Diversity, Inclusion and Decolonization (EDID)  

Land Acknowledgement: We acknowledge that Western University is located on 
the traditional lands of the Anishinaabek, Haudenosaunee, Lūnaapéewak, and 
Chonnonton Nations, on lands connected with the London Township and Sombra 
Treaties of 1796 and the Dish with One Spoon Covenant Wampum. This land 
continues to be home to diverse Indigenous peoples (First Nations, Métis and Inuit) 
whom we recognize as contemporary stewards of the land and vital contributors of 
our society. Throughout Canada, North America, and the world, Indigenous Peoples 
are vital contributors to their communities, and we greatly value their presence, 
knowledge, and wisdom. 
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